
Applying for the NYS Dream Act and 
TAP funding

BMCC Immigrant Student Success (Spring 2020)



Part I
Registering and Log in



Getting Started

Go to www.hesc.ny.gov/dream

Click here
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http://www.hesc.ny.gov/dream


Jsmith@bmcc.cuny.edu

Log-in 
If you have an 
account with ISTS, 
please log-in with 
your username and 
password. If you have 
never registered with 
ISTS please click 
“Don’t have an 
account? Register!”
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“Forgot” Password?

If you do not remember 
your password do not 
panic. Instead of trying 
different passwords just 
click forget password 
and a temp password 
will be sent to your 
email. Clicking on that 
link will allow you to 
submit a new password.
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Part II
Completing the NYS DREAM Act Application



Getting started

Click here to create an 
application

BISS DREAM Act Guide 7



What type of aid are you applying for?

Undergraduate 
study includes 
students who 
are asking for 
aid to cover 
their associate 
degree or 
bachelor 
degree
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What year of aid are you applying for?

What year did you 
start college. If you 
attended college 
credit courses in high 
school please do not 
include that.
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What school year are you looking for aid?

If you are 
attending fall 
2020 or spring 
2021 you 
should select 
2020-2021.

If you are 
applying for 
fall 2021 
and/or spring 
2022 you 
should select 
2021-2022
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High School Info
Please decide 
carefully which 
category you fall 
into. If you select 
None of the 
above you will be 
automatically 
disqualified.

Note: a high 
school 
equivalency 
diploma is 
another word for 
“GED”
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High School or HSE Completion
Please answer
carefully here. A 
high school
diploma is not the
same as a high
school
equivalency 
diploma. The 
state will verify 
this information 
on their end.
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STOP!!!

Answering the next question incorrectly has disqualified many 
undocumented students seeking state financial aid.

Selecting “I am currently without lawful immigration status ” does not 
disqualify you from this state financial aid. 

Immigration status is a federal matter and not a state matter, the NYS 
DREAM Act was created with the intent to allocate state financial aid to 
those who are undocumented.
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Citizenship and Immigration Status
Please be very careful 
when answering this 
question.  Selecting “None 
of the above” will 
disqualify you. 

Selecting any of these 
options will require you to 
provide documentation, 
except “I am currently 
without lawful 
Immigration status” 
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Disclosure and Consent

Select e-signature

Clicking yes means you have read the 
disclosure and give your consent

Clicking yes means you understand 
that there are other forms you need 
to complete to get that aid (like TAP)
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Signature

Please read the “I 
agree” statement 
carefully.

Failure to click this 
box and typing in 
your first and last 
name will 
disqualify you.  
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Part III
Completing the TAP Application via the NYS DREAM Act



Start TAP application

When you log into 
your ISTS account 
there should be a 
golden bar “Add 
New Application” 
click that to get 
started on the TAP 
application
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Financial Aid Applications

After you click add 
new application you 
will see all the 
applications you are 
eligible to apply to 
based on how you 
answered questions 
in the first part, the 
NYS Dream Act 
Application.

Click here to select form
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Financial Aid Applications

If you are applying 
for multiple forms, 
you will have to 
return to this menu 
to create separate 
forms. 
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Student information

Please be careful here.

Your university ID will be 
used to disburse aid 
unlike FAFSA which uses 
a SSN. Please make sure 
this is correct.
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Dependency
Picking “none of 
the above” does 
not disqualify you 
from aid but if 
you identify as 
one of the first 
three choices you 
are admitting to 
some form of 
dependency and 
aid package is 
usually higher.
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Household income

They are asking about 
2018, not 2019 or 
2020.

Tax documents will
not be collected but it
is recommended that 
tax documents be 
used to reference 
income totals.
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Family members in college
Students can be eligible for 
more aid if they have a 
sibling or parent currently in 
college. If you select a 
number other than zero a 
form can be downloaded, 
signed and needs to be 
uploaded to your application. 
This is only for people who 
are also counted towards 
your household income. If 
you have an older sibling 
who file as independents, 
you can not count them.
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E-signature required
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Part IV
Completion and Accepting Awards



What happens next?

• After you complete your application the state needs to review the 
documents you have submitted.
• On your application dashboard if the progress bar is gray it means it 

was not submitted. If it is yellowish orange it means the application is 
being reviewed. If the box is green it means everything has been 
completed and you should be expecting an email.
• An award email will require you to accept the award amount you are 

eligible for.
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Warning!!

Your award can get disqualified/delayed if:

• You fail to accept the award
• If any of your documents have been rejected and you did not resubmit them
• If you completed high school or high school equivalency outside of NYS, you 

must take the ATB exam offered by the AATC office
• If you apply of FAFSA and the Dream Act
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