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Arizona prohibits Dreamers who grew up and went to school in Arizona from accessing in-state

tuition. Currently, both Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) recipients and other

undocumented students without DACA can access a non-resident tuition rate at 150% the

in-state tuition rate if they have attended high school in Arizona for three or more years and

have graduated or obtained an equivalent degree. The Arizona State Legislature passed a bill on

a bipartisan basis in May 2021 to have a referendum in fall 2022 on whether Dreamers who

attend and graduate from an Arizona high school will have the opportunity to attend colleges at

the in-state tuition rate, regardless of their immigration status. The following information and

data are meant to provide context related to this critical policy.

Expanding Access to In-State Tuition

● In-state tuition is not the same as free tuition. It puts Arizona’s Dreamers on the same

playing field as other Arizona students. In fact, the money paid by Arizona’s Dreamers

often increases school revenues because it represents income that the institutions would

not otherwise receive since most immigrant students cannot afford out-of-state tuition

rates.

● Like elementary and high school funding, a college education is an investment in the

future. Arizona has already invested in Dreamers, who came here as young children and

have enrolled in Arizona public schools. Arizona should continue investing in them by

keeping them in-state for college, and building on that original investment.

● Tuition equity enjoys bipartisan support across 22 states, including Florida, Kansas,

Kentucky, Oklahoma, Texas, and Utah, where states have extended in-state tuition

eligibility to their undocumented state residents.

● Federal law does not prohibit states from providing in-state tuition to Dreamers or other

undocumented immigrants. This allows states to pass legislation that expands access to

higher education for Arizona’s Dreamers, who wish to contribute to the community they

grew up in.

● Undocumented students are ineligible for federal financial aid, federal grants, federal

work-study, and government-sponsored student loans. State laws can make a difference

to expand their opportunities to access higher education.

Economic Benefits

● Tuition equity is about strengthening a state’s economic well being. A report by College

Success Arizona estimates that adding 1,000 college graduates to the Arizona workforce

would increase state tax revenues by more than $2.2 million each year.

https://o5otc2v1fzo3zjgc0kr72fml-wpengine.netdna-ssl.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/Aug-2015-Policy-Brief-1-Advancing-Economy.pdf
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● Tuition equity strengthens individual economic mobility. College Success Arizona

estimates that on average, college graduates with at least a bachelor’s degree earn $1.1

million in lifetime earnings, compared to $530,340 for those with at least a high school

degree.

● Arizona’s Dreamers, who grow up in Arizona and go to school here, are likely to stay in

Arizona. The taxes they pay, the money they spend in the local economy, and the jobs

they create all benefit the state. Research shows a college education amounts to an

increased $2.7 million in lifetime earnings, which is double to those with only high

school diplomas. Investment in students raised and likely to remain in Arizona is an

investment in economic prosperity. The higher the educational attainment of the

workforce in Arizona, the better off Arizona’s economy will be.

● Tuition equity strengthens our workforce, especially in fields that immigrant youth are

ready to enter and can meet projected job openings. Keeping talented students in-state is

a win for the students and a win for the local Arizona businesses who get to benefit from

their skills. With 11.5 million job openings in the U.S., businesses are looking to relocate

to areas with talented and skilled workers, and this initiative will help develop in-state

talent.

● Expanding access to in-state tuition to Dreamers and other undocumented students, who

have grown up in the state, would have a minor impact on overall college enrollment

levels. Arizona is home to 9,480 undocumented students enrolled in postsecondary

education, approximately 2% of all students in Arizona colleges and univeristies. Only

1.5% of all postsecondary students in Arizona are DACA-eligible.

Education Equity

● Arizona’s Dreamers are not asking for special treatment. This is not a free pass or

handout. They are asking to have the same opportunities given to their counterparts and

classmates. An affordable education provides all state residents with the opportunity to

thrive.

● Arizona is losing out by not supporting young Arizonians who want to pursue their

dreams through higher education to improve their lives and communities. All students

who graduate from Arizona high schools should have the opportunity to pay their way

through college at the in-state tuition rate.

● Equity in higher education means ensuring access to quality education for people of all

races and ethnicities. Latinx and Asian and Pacific Islander youth are disproportionately

impacted by the lack of in-state tuition eligibility in Arizona. Moreover, all students will

benefit from a more diverse student body.

Arizona Number of People

Undocumented Immigrants in State 247,528

Undocumented Stutdents 9,480

DACA-Eligible Residents in State 36,909

https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/education/2016/01/20/report-college-graduate-worth-660k-arizona-economy/79017196/
https://www.azcentral.com/story/news/local/arizona/education/2016/01/20/report-college-graduate-worth-660k-arizona-economy/79017196/
https://collegesuccessarizona.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Doubling-Arizona%E2%80%99s-Economic-Growth-No-Large-Photos.pdf
https://collegesuccessarizona.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/01/Doubling-Arizona%E2%80%99s-Economic-Growth-No-Large-Photos.pdf
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2022-05-03/u-s-job-openings-rose-unexpectedly-to-record-11-5-million
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/research/undocumented-students-in-higher-education-updated-march-2021/
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/research/undocumented-students-in-higher-education-updated-march-2021/
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Undocumented Students Graduating High

School Each Year

2,000

Additional Information: Professional and Occupational Licensure

● Arizona immigrants are hardworking and eager to contribute to the state’s economy and

workforce; however, Arizona does not affirmatively extend access to occupational and

professional licensure to undocumented individuals.

● By not affirmatively extending access, Arizona immigrants’ ability to obtain professional

licensing is restricted, which harms the immigrant community and prevents

much-needed economic growth.

● Without affirmative access to professional and occupational licensure, many immigrant

professionals whose contributions are critical as the nation recovers from the Covid-19

pandemic, such as those in health care and education, cannot help alleviate industries

facing significant labor shortages.

● Arizona House Bill (H.B.) 2569, passed on April 10, 2019, allows reciprocity of

professional licensure from out-of-state licensed professionals. However, more research

is needed to determine whether this bill allows undocumented immigrants who have

been licensed out-of-state to use their license in Arizona.

For more information about Arizona data, state policies, and resources at the intersection of

higher education and immigration, please visit here.

https://www.azleg.gov/legtext/54leg/1r/bills/hb2569p.htm
https://www.higheredimmigrationportal.org/state/arizona/

